
Team Berry-Foster 5th Grade

Back to School Info 

2022-2023



We are so excited for the upcoming year and we look 
forward to a wonderful partnership with you for the best 

5th grade experience possible!
~Mrs. Foster & Mr. Berry



Daily Schedule



Classroom Management
We implement Responsive Classroom and Restorative Practices 

into our daily classroom environment to build a healthy social and 
emotional learning foundation for our students. The goal of 
Responsive Classroom is to encourage belonging, significance and to 
have fun! We will use Morning Meetings each day to check in and 
share a message or mini lesson, and then a closing circle in the 
afternoon to end the day on a positive note. We incorporate our 
district’s Second Step lessons during our morning meetings to teach 
life skills once a week.

We will also utilize our school’s PBIS program and reward “Cougar 
cash” (TJ dollars) to students for positive reinforcement. Students can 
save the cash and then spend it twice a trimester to buy fun things 
from the school’s “Cougar Cart”- a cart that’s loaded with games, 
books, snacks and small trinkets to enjoy. 

In the event we need to address a student’s behavior concerns, 
we will set up a conference as soon as possible. 



Class Agreements



Attendance & Independent Studies
Our goal is to have everyone present every day, which 

positively affects our learning environment and improves 
academic performance! We know that illness does 
happen from time to time, but we really do hope to curb 
“chronic absences” within our school body. If you do have 
a student with an illness, please clear the absence with 
this google form: TJ AUTOMATED ATTENDANCE FORM 

Independent Studies must be approved by the 
Principal two full weeks in advance by submitting an I.S. 
form with both the student and parent signatures to the 
office staff. For Team Berry-Foster, we will maintain the 
normal assignment load for the student via Google 
Classroom. For any Independent Study related questions, 
please contact our office staff.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXscydHJVzVmHD-AKQKeGqDSW_omig2_JCdovXZRHJ5P8aTw/viewform


ATTEND 
TODAY, 

ACHIEVE 
TOMORROW

Daily attendance 
is the #1 

indicator of 
emotional 

wellness and 
academic growth.

Download the PowerSchool 

app to see real-time updates 

on your students’ 

attendance, behavior, and 
grades.

3 R’s of Great 
Attendance :
Relationships, 
Routines and 

Resilience

How can we help your 
family with attendance 

this year?

Talk to your school’s admin 
team or call FCUSD 
Attendance and Due 

Process at (916) 
294-9012. We’re all here to 

support you!

Scan 
me!



Academy Expectations for Students

                 To Continue Developing as a Student:

● Ask questions and problem solve how to find information
● Welcome challenges and persist through struggles
● Be an active listener and seek to understand
● Be curious and seek new ways of knowing
● Follow school and classroom rules
● Communicate with your teacher 
● Collaborate with other students in a positive and active way
● Complete classwork with integrity



Academy Recommendations for Families
● Encourage independence and problem solving
● Maintain consistent routines
● Encourage the growth and development of your child through 

games, active play, sports, and music
● Support and encourage school attendance and on time 

arrival
● Communicate concerns to the teacher directly in a positive 

and generous manner
● Understand the District policy for Independent Studies, 

including the first and last weeks of the school year
● Encourage your child to work with the teacher and 

communicate when there is a question or concern



Growth Mindset
We encourage our students 

to adopt a growth mindset in the 
Academy. Having a positive 
attitude and the belief that we 
are capable of working hard to 
increase our potential makes a 
valuable difference in a student’s 
learning. It is a “can do” 
philosophy, a “roll up our 
sleeves” mentality that allows for 
the most growth and gain. 
Mistakes and challenges are a 
normal part of this growing 
process. Progress over 
perfection!



Growth Mindset Ideals



English Language Arts (ELA)
We will be using the following 

curriculum to support Common Core 
skills mastery:
● Benchmark Advance Reading 

Grammar Notebooks
● Roots, prefixes & suffixes 
● Step up to Writing
● Renaissance Learning (Freckle)
● Novel Studies to include:

Wonder, Sign of the Beaver
Blood on the River,
Guns for General Washington,
The Westing Game,
Bridge to Terabithia,
Tuck Everlasting, 

     Ten Tales of Shakespeare
 

Writing topics include:
● Opinion essays
● Historical narratives
● Mystery narratives
● Informational reports
● Poetry Projects
● Summary writing
● Constructed 

responses



English Language Arts, continued
6th Grade Honors English Info

Current requirements for 2022-2023: 
Sutter Middle:
Along with a recommendation from your child’s 
current English teacher, students must meet the 
iReady criteria of a 609 or above score, plus earn 
A's and B's over two semesters in Reading and 
Writing. 
Folsom Middle:
-End of 5th grade iReady Reading score of at least 
641 

-“Standard Exceeded” on 5th grade ELA SBAC 
test (CAASPP)

-All A’s in 5th grade Reading and Writing

For next year, (2023-2024) the score 
requirements will transfer from i-Ready to 
STAR and are yet to be determined. Check 
the Sutter and FMS websites in February!
 



Math
We will be using the following 
curriculum to help students 
master the Common Core 
State Standards for 6th grade 
mathematics:

● Holt Course 1 Textbook
● enVision 6th Grade Math
● Delta Math
● Freckle Math
● Key to Algebra packets
● Hands-on Equations
● Bellwork Review
● Problem of the Week 

(POWs)



Math, continued
Please note that students will 
take periodic summative 
assessments to determine if 
they have mastered math 
standards. A score of 80% or 
higher is needed to show 
mastery. If that is achieved, the 
student will earn 100 out of 
100 points for that standard in 
the gradebook. If it is not, the 
score will reflect 0 out of 100. 
However, the student will be 
retaught and be allowed to 
retake the assessment.

The student may retake the 
assessment as many times as 
necessary until mastery is 
shown (or the trimester ends). 
Once mastery is 
demonstrated, the score of 0 
will be replaced with a score of 
100 for that standard.



Math, continued
Also note that all 5th grade 
Academy students will take the 
Course 1 challenge test, also 
known as the Course 1 final. 
Their test score will be entered 
as a percentage of 200 points 
for their 3rd trimester math 
grade. If students score an 
80% or higher, they will be 
placed in either Pre-AP or 
Honors Course 2 / 3 at either 
Sutter Middle School or 
Folsom Middle School.

If a student scores 79% or 
lower, he or she will be placed 
in either Pre-AP or Honors 
Course 1 at either Sutter 
Middle School or Folsom 
Middle School, which is an 
advanced math course.
 



Science
Curriculum includes:

● Science Studies Weekly

● Mystery Science

● Amplify Science 

● Hands-on Activities

● Fish in the Classroom
Students will be taught and 
assessed on the 5th grade Next 
Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS).



History 
Fifth Grade is an exciting 

year to learn about American 
History! We will use the Social 
Studies Alive! curriculum by TCI 
which has rich informational 
text, an online interactive 
notebook, formative 
assessments plus engaging 
and memorable object lessons. 

History Topics:
● Geography
● American Indians
● Age of Exploration
● Early English Settlements 
● The Colonies 
● Slavery in the Americas
● The Declaration of    

Independence
● The American Revolution
● The U.S. Constitution & 

Government
● Westward Expansion
● The Civil War
● The Industrial Revolution
● Modern America & States



Physical Education and Music
           Physical Education

In addition to our Team P.E. 
on Fridays, we will walk for 10 
minutes every morning and a 
weekly lesson with Coach James 
each Friday: 8:25 a.m. for Mrs. 
Foster’s homeroom and 9:00 
a.m. for Mr. Berry’s homeroom. 
Always be prepared with good 
athletic shoes & socks!

    Music
Music Classes will be on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from 9:10 - 9:45 a.m. by our 
amazing music team: Mrs. 
Cantu, Mrs. Strombom and Ms. 
DeVous. More information 
about general music and 
instruments announced shortly.



Grading Policy
We use a standard grading 

scale using points based on 
quality and effort of assignments 
and update Powerschool 
Gradebook regularly. Students 
should check their grades daily 
to monitor assignments and to 
look for any missing work. 
Missing work will be indicated by 
an “M” and earn a “zero”. For the 
first trimester of school there will 
not be a late work penalty, but 
we will only accept “M” work up 
to two weeks after the original 
due date.

If a student does turn in late 
work, it is their job to speak to 
the teacher so the teacher may 
update PowerSchool.  

Students who have taken a 
test on time and scored 79% or 
below may request a retake to 
earn up to 80% to replace their 
initial score. 

The grading policy will 
change for Trimester 2 and 
there will be a 40% score 
penalty for all late work turned in 
up to one week late. After one 
week late work is not accepted.



Grading Policy, continued
The goal of this grading 

policy is to build good habits and 
prepare the students for middle 
school and beyond, where the 
deadlines can be very strict. 

However, we are in the 
business of helping kids and 
offer a safe space for them to 
make mistakes and grow by 
giving grace, patience and 
understanding, so if your child 
has an “off day” or misses an 
assignment due date once or 
twice, it is not the end of the 
world.

We ask that students not 
stress or lose sleep over school 
deadlines but instead actively 
communicate with us about 
these things in advance.

We recommend that you, 
along with your student, look at 
Gradebook together regularly. 
Once a student falls behind it is 
hard to catch up and get ahead, 
so we aim to ensure they are all 
staying with our pacing. An 
excellent tool is to utilize their 
school planners and check 
Google Classroom. 



PC Pals and History Day

2023 Theme:
Frontiers in History: People, 

Places, Ideas
Student may participate in the 5th 
grade Poster or Podcast 
categories on their own this year 
as extra credit. It will not be 
required in class. The competition 
is held in March. If they qualify, 
they can advance to the CA 
History Day competition in May. 
Coach: Mrs. Foster

5th Grade Academy students 
who are interested in 
engineering and science will 
have the optional opportunity to 
participate in PC Pals for extra 
credit this year. Through PC 
Pals, students will be paired with 
an Intel employee and will 
correspond via email weekly.
Coach: Mr. Berry



Field Trips
Sly Park Camp: 

March 13-17

Sly Park is a five day, four 
night outdoor education field trip 
that focuses on earth science 
standards in a camp-like setting. 
It’s a Fifth Grade tradition and true 
highlight for students!

Angel Island Civil War Program:
Foster: May 10-11
Berry: May 11-12

Angel Island is a living history 
program where students are 
transported back to the year 1864 in 
the Union Army during the Civil War. 
They completely take the role of a 
soldier stationed at Camp Reynolds 
for one night in the San Francisco 
Bay. 



Field Trips, continued
Ancient Artifacts 
Classroom visit:

January TBD

During our study of the 
American Revolution, we invite a 
docent from Ancient Artifacts to 
come to the classrooms and share 
hands on artifacts and tell 
engaging stories about the 
American Revolution. So cool!

Chaperones for Field Trips

We require chaperones for the 
Sly Park and Angel Island field trips. 
A chaperone must have Category 2 
clearance to attend. If you think you 
want to go on a trip, you should get 
your clearance early in order to be 
considered for volunteering. 

Please note: chaperones who 
attend these field trips have a 
rigorous job! They work hard and 
provide around the clock 
supervision. We need chaperones 
who are willing and able to provide 
this quality of leadership. The bonus 
part is it’s very rewarding!



TJ Cougars PTO
We have an amazing PTO 

here at TJ and we encourage 
everyone to join and 
participate with this 
organization!  

We need to have a PTO 
room parent for each 
homeroom that shall be our 
classroom liaison for the year. 
If you’re interested, please 
email us.

How to stay connected with TJ 
PTO:
PTO Facebook page
PTO Website

PTO will be hosting several 
Night on the Town restaurant 
fundraisers and other 
community events throughout 
the year.

They will also be selling Spirit 
Gear online soon! Check their 
website for more information.

https://www.facebook.com/TJPTO101/
https://www.fcusd.org/domain/3320


Communication
      Fifth Grade Gazette & Google Classroom

We send home a monthly newsletter that 
highlights our academic topics and calendar 
events. We also post everything we can to Google 
Classroom Team Berry-Foster so if in doubt, have 
your child check there first!

            Contact us!
Email is best:  jfoster@fcusd.org 

rberry@fcusd.org 

                           TJE Newsletter
Principal Johnson emails home a weekly 

newsletter each Friday. Please be sure to read 
this regularly as it includes important school 
information,procedures and dates.

mailto:jfoster@fcusd.org
mailto:rberry@fcusd.org

